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scarcely be doubted. His terrible fate is mentioned more
than once in the Quran. Its memory may have been
comparatively fresh, therefore, in the seventh century a.d.
The corresponding disaster to the Thamudites of Madain
Salih has a historical basis in the collapse of the Nabataean
Power, and there is little reason to suppose that the 'Adites
were a fiction of early imagination. It is apparently not
known for certain who they were or where they lived, though
it is generally supposed that they belonged to some part of
Southern Arabia—the Yaman or Hadhramaut—whose ruins
have not yet been exhaustively excavated or studied,1 The
spade may yet disclose the identity and history of 'Ad,2 and
it is natural enough that the required evidence should be
sought in the first place somewhere between Shihr (i.e.
Hadhramaut) and San'a, the capital of Yaman. Ya'qut
places Wabar in that neighbourhood, and his sources doubt-
less derived their information (much of it absurd and purely
fabulous) from earlier memories which doubtless go back to
historical facts.
If, therefore, the poem which I have quoted is to be our
guide and Yaman the scene of our researches, we must seek
a locality named Qariya with a ruinfield to the west of it. I
can only suggest that such a place is ready to our hand in a
still unvisited locality on the road between Sulaiyil and
Najran, whose rivers, Habauna and Najran, may well have
watered the fringes of the desert eastward of the present
limits of their oases within historical times. The name of the
locality is suggestive enough—Qariyat al Jahiliyin, Qariya
of the ancients-or simply c the village of the ancients.'
The name suggests, like the poem, that Qariya and the ruins
of Wabar are contiguous or near to each other—to-day the
former is a desert well on the way to Najran and I could get
no information regarding ruins. The neighbouring wells of
1 Dr. Carl Ratbjens of Hamburg has now for some time been engaged in
archaeological work in the Yaman, and his results will be awaited with
great interest.
1 Beference should be made to a recent work by D. Van der Meulen and
H. von Wzssmann, entitled Hadramaut (Leyden, 1932). On pp. 56 et $eq.
will be found an account of ruins locally known as Dar 'Ad and ' dating
probably from Sabaean times.*

